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The ASA Introduces New Quarterly Lecture Series
Calendar of
Events
December 23-26,
January 2
ASA closed for holidays
January 16-27
The Great War:
Arkansas in World War I
Traveling Exhibit
Central High School
Little Rock
December 21-January 19
African American Legislators
Traveling Exhibit
Garland County Library
Hot Springs
January 17
From Pen to Podium
ASA Quarterly Lecture Series
featuring Dr. Kenneth C. Barnes
Historic Arkansas Museum

2017 promises to be the most active year the ASA has had in our 111year history. We are offering events ranging from a new quarterly
Arkansas author lecture series to bringing back our most popular
Arkansas foodways series for the fourth consecutive year, this time
focusing on Italians in Arkansas.
In January, we will be debuting a new lecture series entitled “From Pen
to Podium.” The quarterly lecture series will feature hour-long lectures
by Arkansas authors on their work. Dr. Kenneth C. Barnes of the
University of Central Arkansas will kick off the series on January 17 at 7
p.m. He will be speaking about his book Anti-Catholicism in Arkansas:
How Politicians, the Press, the Klan, and Religious Leaders Imagined an
Enemy. The lecture will be held at the Historic Arkansas Museum, which
is co-sponsoring the series, at 200 East Third Street in Little Rock.
Prior to the lecture, the Friends of the Arkansas State Archives is
sponsoring a wine and cheese reception at the museum at 6:30 p.m.
The next lecture will be on March 28 and will feature Elizabeth Hill.
Hill will be talking about her book, A Splendid Piece of Work: Arkansas’s Early Home Demonstration Clubs . On
June 20, Dr. Brooks Blevins will discuss his book, an edited reprint of Back Yonder: An Ozark Chronicle by
Charles Wayman Hogue. We will wrap up the year with Erik Wright on October 17, who will be talking about
his forthcoming book, Main Street Mayhem: Crime, Murder and Justice in Downtown Paragould.
Although the lectures are free to the public, we do require registration since seating is limited. To register,
please call 501-682-6900 or email state.archives@arkansas.gov. We look forward to seeing you there!

Remembering Mrs. Joyce Gibson
The Arkansas history community lost a great friend on December 10, 2016. Mrs. Joyce Holden Gibson, a member of the Black
History Commission of Arkansas and of the SARA (Southwest Arkansas Regional Archives) Foundation Board passed away
unexpectedly at her mother’s home in Dumas, Arkansas. Mrs. Gibson was 69 years old.
Ms. Gibson was born in Dumas on February 4, 1947. She graduated from Henderson State University with a teaching degree.
Until her retirement in 1999, she taught Home Economics in Prescott. Afterward, she continued to serve the Prescott
community as Librarian at the Nevada County Library. After retiring from the library in 2010, she volunteered her time and
services to the Southwestern Arkansas Regional Archives and the Black History Commission of Arkansas, among other
entities.
Carla Coleman, Chair of the Black History Commission of Arkansas remembers Mrs. Gibson as a wonderful colleague. “She
was such a gift,” said Coleman, “Such a charming, warm, funny, and serious lady. I say ‘lady’ because she was just that, in her
speech and character.” Peggy Lloyd, former SARA Archival Manager, remembers Mrs. Gibson as an ardent worker for the
cause of preserving the history of southwest Arkansas. Apart from her professional dedication, she is remembered by many
for her kindness. Dr. Lisa Speer, Director of the Arkansas State Archives, said, “She often sent me cards, anytime I was sick, or sometimes for no
reason other than to tell me that she was glad I was here. She brought light and happiness everywhere she went.”
On the day she passed away, Mrs. Gibson was working for Arkansas history. She had been scheduled to present at a grant workshop in Little Rock and
participate in Christmas and Candlelight at Historic Washington State Park. Her spirit and generosity will be missed by all who knew her. The
Arkansas State Archives and the Black History Commission of Arkansas send our deepest sympathies to her family.

Connect with Us on Social Media!

The ASA Announces 2017 Events Calendar
On our front page, we promised that 2017 was going to be an
incredibly active year for the ASA. In addition to the quarterly
lecture series, Pen to Podium, we have planned events that will
interest a wide range of those interested in Arkansas history.
In honor of Black History Month, the Black History Commission of
Arkansas and ASA will present “Black Political Engagement in
Arkansas,” on February 4, 2017. The event will focus on the
history of African Americans in the state’s political life.
The ASA will team up with the Arkansas Genealogical Society on May 6, 2017, to present “In the
Genealogical Trenches: Tracing Your Wartime Ancestry.”
On June 10, the BHCA and ASA will look at the First World War through the eyes of African
Americans during the war in “Jim Crow Goes to War: Race Relations in World War I in Arkansas.”
Possibly the most popular event on our calendar has been our annual foodways programs. This
year’s 4th foodways symposium promises to be no different. We will be looking at the legacy of
Italians in Arkansas in “Fruit of the Vine: Arkansas’s Italian Community and Foodways.”
We will wrap up the year’s events and celebrate American and Arkansas Archives Month with the
October 28 event, “Case Files and Conspiracies: True Crime and Lore in Arkansas,” which will
focus on some of the more infamous events and characters in our state’s history.
As usual, new events could be announced in addition to these, so keep an eye on future additions
of The Arkansas Archivist for more announcements. We hope to see you all at one of these
events next year!
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Communities come and go. Some thrive, some disappear,
leaving only the name of the community on old maps or land
deeds. This month, we focus on the Pankey Community, a
section of land in Pulaski County that holds a very important
historical distinction. The Pankey Community was developed
by one of the few female developers in the early twentieth
century, and possibly the only African American female
developer in the state.
The daughter of a former slave, Josephine Pankey came to
Arkansas from Cleveland, Ohio, in the early 1900s as an African
Methodist Episcopal missionary. Settling in central Arkansas,
Josephine Pankey and her husband, Pankey taught school in the Little Rock School District. In
Samuel Pankey, circa 1930
addition to teaching, Pankey was also a real estate developer, an
unusual profession for a woman in the early part of the
twentieth century, let alone a profession for a woman of color. One of her developments
was a section of Pulaski Heights, the Josephine Pankey Addition. She was responsible for
developing other parts of central Arkansas, including a section off of Highway 10. This
eighty-acre plot was named the Third Addition and became the nucleus for a largely African
American community.
This community would develop into the Pankey Community, a vibrant African American
community that boasted a lively black-owned business center. Over the years, however, the
community has been absorbed by ongoing development along Highway 10.
Recently, the Pankey Community Improvement Association, Inc., applied for a Curtis Sykes
Memorial Grant in order to memorialize Pankey’s legacy. As Highway 10 continues to
develop, the Pankey Community Improvement Association wanted to make sure that the
small community was remembered. They applied for and were awarded a Curtis Sykes
Grant to memorialize the community with neighborhood signs. We are happy to have been
involved in funding the project and hope that anyone who has a black history related
project will consider applying for a Sykes Grant.
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From the Director
2016 has been a year of transition for our agency. More than once we had to explain to a well-meaning, but confused
patron that were weren’t closing up shop — that they didn’t have to hurry in to finish all the genealogical research they
needed to do here before June 30, 2016. Six months following our transition from ADPT to Heritage and we’re still here,
doing the things we’ve always been doing with plans to keep on doing them in 2017 and beyond. With so much focus on
what changed with our agency, let’s take a moment to reflect on how we continued to serve the state of Arkansas in 2016.
In FY16, the ASA:
 Accessioned 469.43 cubic feet of newly acquired state records and historical collections
 Responded to 10,154 research requests, in-person and remote
 Launched a new website on June 15, 2016, with integrated records searching and other new features
 Averaged 52,675 page views monthly on our website
 Launched four new digital collections: Politics in Arkansas; Sports in Arkansas; Territorial Arkansas; and African Americans in
Arkansas; and added 1,406 new items to our existing digital collections
 Acquired grant funds from ANCRC to purchase a large format scanner in 2017
 Sent our three traveling exhibits to 18 locations around the state at no charge to the host institutions
 Sponsored or co-sponsored 19 workshops and seminars on topics ranging from foodways to state records preservation
 Staff gave 32 presentations to regional, state and local organizations on history, archives, and genealogy
 Facilitated 87 artifact loans from our collection to 8 museums and state offices
These activities and accomplishments happened because of the support and efforts of a lot of dedicated people – our agency staff, the
members of the Arkansas History Commission and the Black History Commission of Arkansas, as well as our colleagues, friends and
supporters in allied groups and state agencies. Also essential was the support of grant-funding agencies like the Arkansas Natural and Cultural
Resources Council (ANCRC), the Arkansas Humanities Council, the Department of Arkansas Heritage, and the National Endowment for the
Humanities. I look forward to seeing what 2017 brings! Best wishes to all our readers for the New Year! — Lisa K. Speer .

News from NEARA
As we near the end of 2016, there still
remains plenty of time to work on your
2017 NEARA Award submission before
the February 1st deadline! Everyone is
eligible to enter the contest with a
research paper using primary documents
from NEARA on any topic. While
preference is given to papers focused on
the Arkansas Territorial period (18151836), there is no penalty for
concentrating on other time periods.
The award was funded by the family of
Eugene Sloan (1892-1981), a Jonesboro
lawyer who was born in Powhatan, and is
given in honor of volunteers from the
Lawrence County Historical Society who
saved the territorial records for future
researchers when the Powhatan county
seat was abandoned in 1963.
Manuscripts should be no longer than thirty-five pages and must be
documented. However, there is no specific style of citation required!
The winner is announced at the annual Arkansas Historical Association
conference where they receive a framed certificate and a cash prize of
$1000.
For more information on submission guidelines, see the AHA Awards
website:
http://arkansashistoricalassociation.org/?page_id=19
or
contact NEARA at 870.878.6521 and northeast.archives@arkansas.gov.
NEARA staff is happy to help you in locating topics and resources for
your submission! Happy researching!

News from SARA
The holidays are a time when many people enjoy
sending “Seasons Greetings”. The early 1900s
was no exception. Among SARA’s holdings is the
vintage postcard collection of Dr. Etta Champlin,
which she saved in postcard albums.
Dr.
Champlin and her husband, Dr. Charles Champlin,
were both osteopathic physicians who were born
in Illinois. They established their practice in
Hope, Arkansas, by the late nineteen-teens and
remained there the rest of their lives. For
Christmas of 1905, Dr. Charles sent a postcard to
Dr. Etta that was crafted of leather, and the scene
of holly and pine boughs on the front was titled
“Loves [sic] Message for Christmas.” On the back
is written a poem.
“Dear Etta,
In rememberance [sic] of one bright day
In 1903, the 12 day of May
When we first began our wedded life
May it always be free from trouble
and strife.
Chas”
Another postcard in Dr. Etta’s album titled “Seasons Greetings” is not what
one would typically think of in terms of holiday artwork by today’s
standards. The scene, which is almost spring-like, is of a cottage among
green trees and purple pansies. When one learns something of the
“language of flowers” however, pansies don’t seem quite as out of place
because pansies were an expression of “thoughts” toward loved ones. More
than one seasonal postcard in the album pictures pansies. Many of the cards
bear greetings for Christmas, New Year’s, and Valentine’s Day and are
wonderful examples of artwork and sentiments from the early 1900s.
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New at the ASA

Records of the State Auditor
A couple of months ago, we told our
readers about an early Arkansas auditor’s
book donated to us. This month we are
featuring another auditor’s ledger book
we received from an anonymous donor.
This book is a little different from the
other auditor’s book. This ledger contains
listings of payment warrants made to
state officials from 1838 to 1851. The
book is a listing of a who’s who in
Arkansas history. On the first page alone
are names that would be familiar to
students of Arkansas history: Governor
Elias Conway, Chief Judge of the Arkansas
Supreme Court Daniel Ringo, Judge and
temporary Governor Samuel C. Roane, Supreme Court Judge Thomas J.
Lacy, and William Woodruff, founder and editor of the Arkansas Gazette.
The book lists the salaries of state officials in the first half of the
nineteenth century. Samuel Roane, for instance, serving as temporary
governor, drew an annual salary of $2000, which was almost $50,000 in
2016 dollars. It also records the payments made to individual members of
the state legislature, documenting the payment made to each based on
how long they stayed in Little Rock and their mileage to and from town.
The ASA is very grateful to donors who help us recover these early
Arkansas records. Thanks to them, the historical record of early
statehood grows in detail and complexity!

December
Donations and Accessions
ASA
Arkansas State Board of Chiropractic Examiners, 6 cu. ft.
Islamic Center of Little Rock 1994 poster (digital), 1 item
Carroll-Peters Collection: Accretion, 1 item
Arkansas State Auditor's ledger, 1838-1851, 1 cu. ft.
Michael Rankin genealogical collection, 0.10 cu. ft.
KTHS Radio Station records, 0.5 cu. ft.
George Fisher caricatures, 0.10 cu. ft.
William and Linda Krieg collection, 0.5 cu. ft.
Davies and Allied Families Collection
NEARA
Dr. JB Munn’s business ledgers, 4 ledgers
SARA
“The Brakeing [sic] Up of Camp Nelson” and typed history of the
poem—John Arnold, Camden, AR, 1 Disc
E.A. Smith collection, 0.2 cu. ft.
We always receive more material than we are able to list in our
newsletter. For a full listing, see our blog
http://arkansasstatearchives.blogspot.com/2016/12/december2016-acquisitions-and.html

The ASA Wishes A Happy Retirement to Jane Hooker
After 33 years of service to the History Commission and now State Archives, Archival Manager Jane
Hooker will retire on December 31. Hooker has served under three different directors, Dr. John L.
Ferguson, Dr. Wendy Richter, and Dr. Lisa Speer. During the time that she has been on staff, Jane has seen
and been a part of a lot of change at the agency. “When I started here, only two staff members had
computers.” At that time, the internet was something only science fiction writers could foresee. Now the
ASA has a presence on the web, and it is essential that every staff member has a computer.
Jane grew up in Pine Bluff and went to the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, graduating with a degree
in History. She worked at the University of Arkansas Special Collections for two years. She spent three
years working at the Arkansas Gazette in the newspaper archives. Then she came to work for the
Arkansas History Commission as an Archival Assistant. “I remember my first day,” she recalls, “I worked
in the research room and after standing for almost eight hours, I had developed huge blisters on my feet.”
She endured those early days and has since worked her way up the chain to be an Archival Manager. Her colleagues know her to be full of
stories of the agency. “We’ve had some interesting characters work here over the years,” she remarks. “I’ll miss them all. Some of the
experiences I’ve had here are memorable.” Jane has no shortage of anecdotes about her more than three decades of working at the
agency. She remembers, “Once we had a collection come in that had been in a barn somewhere and it was filthy. When we got it back to
the office, whatever was on it made everyone sick with bronchitis. Those are the types of stories that anyone working in an archives
could tell, but it is just one of the times that I will never forget.” One of the highlights of her career was when she was able to work on the
Women’s Emergency Committee collection, materials from the committee formed by women in Little Rock to pressure the Faubus
administration to reopen the schools following the Central High Crisis of 1957. “It was such important material and it was amazing to be
working with it,” she recollects.
As she embarks on this new stage in her life, Jane remembers her time at the ASA fondly. Jane intends to travel and see relatives and
friends. “I don’t have a game plan,” she says, “I’m playing this by ear.” Wherever she ends up, we will certainly miss her and wish her all
the happiness she deserves during her retirement.
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